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TOP ODER 

Economic Services Division 

NSA Declassification/Release Instructions on File 

Committee on China 


{Minutes of the Tx^enty- Seventh Meeting — 0930 hours, 7 April 1955) 

25X1A9a 


Present: Messrs: 


25X1A9a 


Guests: Messrs; 

25X1X7 

The following items of current news interest were discussed: 



25X1X7 


1* Viet Mirih andChinese railroad building plans for 1955, 


The increased e vidence of Bloc technical assistance to 
Indonesia® Comparisons unfavorable to the Western Aid program 
ape being made by Indonesians left-wing elements, 

3o The acceptance by the Chinese of Russian gauge on the 
Trans-Mdngolian Railroad may be dictated by the desirability of 
using Diesels in this area B 25X1 D1 a 

& NSA 
25X3 


©o Indications that the Chinese are stressing the study of 
Southeast Asian languages in higher educational institutions® 

7o The Chinese announcement of the recruitment of an Asian 
People's Volunteer Array of 1,400,000 men with elements from China 
and all other Aslastic countries® This was announced as a 
counter to the SEATO forces® 

(Source for Items 6 and 7 wap an FDD Summary No® 272, 19 Nov 54 ) 


8® The revelation by Shanghai Radio of a Soviet vice chief 
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Top secret eider 

to be the flr3t 

of China 110 estab lishment on 2£ March of the Agricultural feank 

10 o The Kao Kang - Jao Shu-shih purge 0 

anni i««.? l Su?” 8tlon of the uncritical acceptance of the %95k 
c ? d S** 111 ® 80 population figure,, This issue, raised by a 

the^Ln™ NeW Y S r 5 TimGS ° f 3 April * evoked the consent that 

mittedl^suhwr?S ted ?5 ly becaus ® P revl o u s estimates were ad- 
stil? range of error and because there are 

ill no facts available to form the basis of a critical analysis,, 

Th « recurring evidence of a major food problem in China 

^f the nLs?S???J 8t 4 .f*! aS °L the Par East stimulated a discussion 
would eauaf 1 ?^ 1 ^ that f notbep major failure to reach food goals 
"JJJrr cause the Chinese to revise their long range plans. This 

aovK^TT 8 ? a f °r ced discontinuance of food shipments to the 
Instead of*°Vi Snd ? shift in emphasis to agricultural production 

indust ry<. AS Indicated in the discussion of 

food resiSrL^ 1 Z t , Mar ® h raeetin S* the temptation to tap the 
mus*- be Southeast Asia by overt action or other means 

should r*ee^J! tr0r!IS i and i°h6”term indicators of this possibility 
ChirS d m^S S iV Jw OUr ^creasing attention. The food crisis in 7 
? tbe most compelling fact in China »s military and 
economic planning over the coming months. 



25X1A9a 


nex 



n - acquests that and. ysts b© prepared to comment at 
ng en FDD coverage in Southeast Asia. 
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